
Branch	Night	
	
On		the	evening	of	15	November	2017,	13	members	of	the	class	of	1968	
representing	11	branches	participated	in	Branch	Night	at	Ike	Hall,	West	Point:	

Larry	Jordan	 	 Armor	
Ed	Lorentzen		 Armor	then	Military	Intelligence	
Dan	Adams	 	 Field	Artillery	
Craig	O’Connor	 Field	Artillery	
Fred	Shahid	 	 Field	Artillery	
Steve	Winsor	 	 Engineers	
Skip	Greeby	 	 Engineers	
Tom	Jewell	 	 Infantry	then	Aviation	
Dale	Hansen	 	 Military	Intelligence	
Bob	Stroud	 	 Military	Police	then	Infantry	
Bob	Beahm	 	 Ordnance	then	Infantry	
Ralph	Tucillo	 	 Quartermaster	
David	Martin	 	 Signal	Corps	
	

Background		
Firsties	can	choose	from	17	branches,	which	West	Point	categorizes	as	follows:	

• Land	and	Air	Maneuver	(Infantry,	Armor,	Aviation)	
• Fires	(Field	Artillery,	Air	Defense	Artillery)	
• Communications	and	Intelligence	(Signal	Corps,	Military	Intelligence,	Cyber)	
• Logistics	(Quartermaster,	Ordnance,	Transportation)	
• Personnel	and	Health	Services	(Adjutant	General,	Finance,	Medical	Service)	
• Combat	Support	(Chemical,	Engineer,	Military	Police)	

	
In	addition,	other	Specialty	Career	Fields	are	available,	but	only	after	
commissioning:	(Chaplain,	Judge	Advocate	General,	Medical	Doctor/PA,	Nurse,	
Dentist)	and	a	limited	number	of	members	of	the	class	can	choose	Medical	Corps	or	
Medical	Service	Corps	as	a	branch.	
	
Evening	Events	
Classmates	gathered	at	the	Hotel	Thayer	Patton	Lounge	prior	to	the	ceremony	in	
order	to	prepare	for	the	coming	evening.		They	then	proceeded	to	the	
Commandant’s	house	for	a	reception	with	various	members	of	West	Point	command	
and	staff,	including	Boo	Corrigan	(Athletic	Director),	Todd	Browne	(CEO	of	the	
AOG),	the	Supe,	and	the	Dean.		From	there	they	proceeded	to	Eisenhower	Hall	for	a	
photo	taken	with	the	Class	of	2018	officers,	led	by	their	President,	Marcos	Arroyo.		
At	1900	hours	the	ceremonies	began	with	an	amusing	and	inspiring	speech	by	our	
own	Larry	Jordan	(then	Chairman	of	the	AOG).	
	
Unlike	the	Class	of	1968	“analog”	branch	selection	a	half	century	ago,	Firsties	now	
submit	their	branch	preferences	and	a	computer	algorithm	makes	branch	



assignments.	The	assignments	are	based	on	several	factors,	the	most	important	of	
which	is	General	Order	of	Merit	(academic/physical/military/character	scores).		
Company	TAC	Officers	distributed	an	envelope	to	each	Firstie,	and	then	on	the	
command	of	“Open	your	envelopes”	all	the	Firsties	simultaneously	opened	their	
envelopes	(which	had	a	welcome	note	and	brass	branch	insignia	inside)	and	all	
bedlam	broke	loose.		It	was	emphasized	that	there	would	be	no	“blood	pinning”	
allowed…but	then,	Branch	Night	wasn’t	exactly	Airborne	School	or	Ranger	School.		
	
According	to	the	AOG,	80%	of	the	men	and	73%	of	the	women	got	their	first	branch	
choice.		Infantry	had	the	largest	number	of	slots,	with	190	males	and	6	females.		
Field	Artillery	was	second	with	125/19.		Engineers	was	third	with	94/30.		After	
Engineers,	the	biggest	branches	for	women	Firsties	were	Military	Intelligence	and	
Adjutant	General	with	21	each.		Many	of	the	branches,	like	Signal	Corps	and	Military	
Intelligence,	had	only	about	half	of	their	Firsties	going	into	the	branch	upon	
graduation…the	other	half	
would	spend	a	few	years	in	
another	branch	and	then	
move	to	their	selected	
branch.		Apparently,	those	
branches	now	need	captains	
and	not	so	many	lieutenants.		
The	smallest	branch	was	
Finance	with	7	men	and	2	
women.			The	AOG	reported	
that	70%	of	the	class	
branched	combat	arms,	and	
95%	received	one	of	their	
first	five	branch	choices.	
Several	weeks	after	Branch	
Night,	the	Firsties	got	to	
choose	their	first	posts.	
	
Our	class	was	pleased	to	
purchase	the	branch	insignia	
presented	to	the	Firsties	of	
'18	and	'68	classmates	were	
on	hand	to	witness	the	
opening	of	envelopes	and	to	
help	pin	on	the	shiny	new	
brass.			
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
After	the	envelope	opening,	the	whole	group	moved	to	the	Ike	Hall	ballroom	where	
branch	officer	reps	were	positioned	at	branch	tables	arranged	with	handouts	(hats,	



backpacks,	tee	shirts,	mugs,	etc.,	emblazoned	with	branch	identification).	‘68	
classmates	spent	the	next	hour	or	so	speaking	with	the	Firsties,	visiting	their	own	
branch	tables	and	enjoying	snacks	and	drinks.		The	event	ended	around	2100	hours,	
but	the	Firstie	party	merely	moved	to	the	First	Class	Compound,	where	no	doubt	
additional	libations	were	still	available.	
	
As	’68	classmates	were	leaving	the	celebration,	the	Class	of	2018	President,	Marcos	
Arroyo,	approached	them	to	express	his	gratitude	for	the	Class	of	1968	participation	
in	the	50YAP.		Other	cadets	had	dropped	by	earlier	in	the	evening	to	espouse	the	
same	sentiments.			
	
Skip	Greeby	had	worn	his	original	Engineer	branch	insignia	on	his	lapel,	but	traded	
it	with	one	of	the	Firsties	from	Skip’s	old	company	(E-2).		He	requested	that	Firstie	
give	Skip’s	Engineer	insignia	to	a	Firstie	50	years	hence	in	2068	during	his	own	50	
Year	Affiliation	event.		Skip	reported	that	the	Firstie	was	visibly	emotional	about	the	
gift.		What	a	terrific	idea.	

	
	



Cathy	Kilner	of	the	AOG	was	particularly	helpful	in	planning	the	event,	and	being	a	
liaison	between	the	‘68	Class	and	the	AOG.		The	AOG’s	write-up	and	video	about	
Branch	Night	can	be	found	at	
https://www.westpointaog.org/westpointbranchnightclassof2018.	
	
Several	of	the	‘68	classmates	withdrew	to	the	Hotel	Thayer	Patton	Lounge	to	keep	
alive	the	Class	of	1968	tradition	of	closing	the	lounge.		A	good	time	was	had	by	all.	
	
	

	
	 	
	

	
	

	
	 	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	



	

	
	

	



	
	
	


